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i^r. Heniy Hurt 
flhatham, Va. 24531 

Dear i-ir. Hurt, 

Vhan the first of ny i^MtcnTOsh series ap:;ear8d several reporters said it r ads 
like a ncai-fiction detective story. This is «iiat ^u\ave done in Shadrin . effectively, 
entertainingly and to tJiose of soi'ious coaoem, fri^teningly, Congrattaations! And 
thank you very much for sending it to me. ( Whitewash , by the way, was runner-up 
for the 1966 mystery -writers award, even though non-fiction.) 

Despite what I've seen, lived through and learned in 69 years I can still be 
shocked, and ShafeMr. did shock me» 

Tour troubles with the CIA and FOIA are familiar to me. I have 1971 requests to 
which it did not respond and I can't even get from it what it has already disclosed. 
With the FBI, perhaps 25 ignored requests and virtually noticing prior to litigation. 
One case, one i |hink \d.ll interest you from what Jin l^zar told me night befbre 
last, is now at the appeals court for the third tine this trip. In its prior career 
it is the case over which ^ongress amedded tte investigatory files exemption. Yet to 
t as Say, and after moro than a decade in various courts,, including the Supreme ^ourt, 
ana. desjsite its influence in the 1974 aa&ing of the Act , I am not aware of a si:i^e 
mention, no matter how trivial in any reporting. It is my suit for the scientific 
testing in the JlIC investigation. (Xf you are interested in a quick sumraaiy, Lesar 
can provide a copy of t e newest appeals brief he has just filed. The entires record 
is vast. My last affidavit is more tl-san 100 pages long, with as I recall about 50 ^r 
76 e:dii]jits.) % first request was on 5/23/66 and the searctes have not yet been nade.^ 
You are lursk with your judge, ^Ihis one of mine ignored everything except po'.-’sonal 
insults of *?in and mo. He is one of the legion viho reveres official iserjury, more so 
after it is establislied beyond questiem. He actually chided me for proving it the 
first time! 

If your case is still before the court and I can help, I think my experiences 

with both agencies, including on "national security" claims, may be pertinent, 

particulcrly when tne judge is not and casinot be a subject expert. ‘^Isis extends even 

to the defectors, about whora the cIA made the most ex-fcravagant - and falsoeclaims. 

Neither the CIA nor the FBI has yet provided me with a sii^gle page pertaining to 

-.osenko, Ky Interest in him is much more limited than yours. It is restri.ctod to what 

he said about tlie JFK case ;ind what the a.^encies said about \.-hat ho said. largely thj.s 

means Os;jald, but soi.ie of the others were aaiced for and provided thitdc pieces. If the 

** cou id ICi, me have copxes, no matter ho'rf skimpy, I'd ap.^rooiats it vary much. 

They'd eventually -vjind up in a university acthive^ Not uncommonly I can read the 
excisions, 

Unose who process uirder F&IA also are not subjcjct exports.) 




If you have pictures of any of the KGB defectors I'd like to see then brxaune of 
a rather strange business, one of then seeking ne out to badiaouth Nosonko to ne, all 
of it polltl/<Sal and none that I recall at all factual. I have no way of imowing how 
he knew of than unexpreased intorost in Nosenko but he did. He phoned me a number 
of tines and finally ar/anged a meeting in Hockville. He used the name "Mr. Ifertin," 
which coincides with Golitaiii’s middle initial. He is a chubT:^ nan so'aothing like 
my height, about 5' 9" and he wore a cloth hat. His cotan;and of English was quite 
good, his Hussian accent pronounced. I think the CIA put him up to this. 

I could have checked him out but I respected his desire not to be. I could have 
spotted and traced his car. (He was pretty paranoid.) He told me he liked in \lheaton, 
one of t e reasons for selecting Rockville for the meeting place. We shopi^ed together 
in Hechingor's, where he also bou^^t some vefesbale seeds, and we lunched at a neaby 
qhick-food place. With perhaps little basis for it, I believed he might be Golitsin. 

While I have no interest in meeting him again and an merely cu±tous about this 
unusual tiling about his knowing of me and seoldjiifj to influence ne, if there cosild be 
an opportunity to tali: to Kosenko, about a very limited area, I'd like that very 
much. what is available this is an entirely unexplored area, '^lis should not 
surprise you from wlxat you hiVe written about the CIA. And I wouldn't care who else 
Ed^t be present, if you or Barron were interested. Of course I don't expect this 
but I would like it because I believe that area can be cleared up easily. 

lasar says your book will deal with the lingering or unansiiered questions about 
the JES assassination. Vlitifthat I can help, you and any researchers. If you have 
researchers 1 strtogly recoaraend the briefs and ray affidavits in the case referred to 
above, C.A. 75-226 in district court and Ho. 82-1072 in the apyieals court. Lesar can 
have copies made for you at much less cost than I can. Also, a caution about un- 
quostionirws acceptance of the HSCA's work. 

Again, thanks and best wishes. 



Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 




